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tory Instrument,47 The procedure for dealing with Motions
of this kind is referred to in Chapter 10 (pages 211-212).
The Public Petition
It is probably not generally realized that the oldest de-
vice of parliamentary procedure, the petition, is still in use. A
petition should be addressed to the House of Commons and
is presented by a Member.48 A Member presenting a petition
may do so either "informally'* or "formally." If presented
"formally" the Member recites the material allegations of the
petition and the description and number of the signatories.
The petition is then placed in a green bag behind the Speak-
er's Chair. If presented "informally" the petition is merely
placed in the green bag without ceremony. The petition is
not debated, but referred to the Committee on Public Peti-
tions.40 The Committee may cause the petitions so referred to
be classified, analyzed, and (if necessary) printed. The public
petition is a means of mobilizing opinion on some subject but
is not, in itself, a very effective method of seeking a remedy
for some grievance. It should be noted that although the
Member presenting a petition usually agrees with its objects,
this is not necessarily the case.
Here is the Hansard record of the presentation of a peti-
tion:
I desire to present to the House a humble Petition on be-
half of the part-time retained firemen of the fire brigades of
England and Wales. It bears 11,237 signatures.
The Petition states that these firemen received annual re-
taining fees on which they pay Income Tax. They also
receive certain other fees for responding to fire calls, referred
47 A Statutory Instrument is an order or regulation made by the
Queen in Council or by a Minister of the Crown.
48 The Sheriffs of the Corporation of London may, by ancient tra-
dition, present a petition at the Bar of the House.
*<> S.O. 91-95.